
 

 

LEADERSHIP: Know the Way, Show the Way 
Laura C. Blunier, Principal 
Jacqueline Barber, Assistant Principal 

Dates to Remember 
 
March 
 
4     JDRF (Juvenile Diabetes   

Research Foundation) 
Walk Kick-Off 

5     Fourth Grade Partners in 
Education 6-7 PM 

6 Multi-Age Classes 
Partners in Education  

 6-7 PM 
7     PTO Meeting 3:15 PM, 

SAC Meeting 3:45 PM 
7      Fifth Grade Partners in 

Education 6-7 PM 
12   Spring Portraits 

(Uniform Free Day) 
12   Leader of the Month 

Assembly 9:15 AM (by 
invitation only) 

12   STEAM Night 5:30-7 PM 
14   End of Quarter 3 
14   JDRF Walk 
15   Teacher Work Day/School 

Closed 
18-22 Spring Break/School 

Closed 
25   Report Cards Go Home 
27   Papas, Pastries & 

Paperbacks 7:30 AM 
27   Grade 5 Awards 

Assembly 2:15 PM 
28   Grade 4 Awards 

Assembly 9:15 AM 
28    Grade 3 Award 

Assembly 2:15 PM 
29    DEAL Day 
 

April 
3     SAC Meeting 7:30 AM, 

PTO Meeting 8:00 AM 
6 Relay for Life - Laishley 

Park, Punta Gorda 
10AM-10PM 

16   Leader of the Month 

Assembly 9:15 AM (by 

invitation only) 

19 Good Friday/School 

Closed 
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LEADERSHIP:  Know the Way, Show the Way 

Spring Break is right around the corner, starting on Friday, March 15th with 
students returning to school on Monday, March 25th. Hopefully everyone will take 
this opportunity to SHARPEN THE SAW and be ready to return to school to begin 
our Florida Standards Assessment (FSA) testing. The month of April marks a 
poignant turn in our students’ year of learning as our third, fourth and fifth graders 
embark on the FSA.   

 
This year our third, fourth and fifth graders are being assessed in the English 

Language Arts and Writing component of the Florida Standards Assessment as well 
as Mathematics. In addition to these assessments our fifth grade students will 
continue to take FCAT Science. As in the past, our students have been learning and 
preparing for these tests with their teachers all year. Standardized testing is an 
opportunity for our student leaders to show what they know!  

Our Vineland Families are encouraged to take advantage of the information 
and resources available on the Florida Standards Assessments portal 
(www.FSAssessments.org) and the FDOE website (www.fldoe.org) to learn more 
about how our students are being assessed. These resources are available to provide 
valuable information about these assessments. Parents and students should check 
these websites regularly for updates. 

 
Please remember that during testing it is especially important to PUT FIRST 

THINGS FIRST & make sure our  children are on time. Please make sure that 
immediately following spring break, your children get a good night’s sleep and have 
a relaxing morning before coming to school. Champ’s Cafe will continue to provide 
our students with a free breakfast starting at 8:15 a.m. This is especially 
advantageous during FSA for all students as research has shown that students are 
more successful when they have a good night’s sleep and a good breakfast. We 
know teachers have prepared their students, parents have reassured their children 
that they believe in them and therefore students will approach the tests with the right 
attitude to do their very best.  
"The secret of a leader lies in the tests he has faced over the whole course of his life 
and the habit of action he develops in meeting those tests." ~Gail Sheehy 
 

V.E.S FSA TESTING SCHEDULE: 
Tuesday, April 2nd – 4th and 5th Grade FSA Writing 
Wednesday, April 3rd and Thursday, April 4th – 3rd Grade FSA Reading 
Wednesday, May 1st and Thursday, May 2nd – 4th and 5th Grade FSA reading 
Tuesday, May 7th and Wednesday, May 8th – 3rd, 4th and 5th Grade FSA Math 
Thursday, May 9th and Friday, May 10th – 5th Grade FCAT Science  



PreKindergarten News 
      
Children in the ESE classrooms have been busy creating some amazing things 
during their Reduce, Reuse, Recycle study.  They have just begun the Tubes and 
Tunnels study.  The Head Start classroom learned about many different Simple 
Machines during their study.  They are now in the middle of a Sand Study.   
We also received a very generous donation to replace some of our bicycles on 
the playground and supplement some of our balls and toys.  We are very 

grateful for the donation. Thank you so much! 

First Grade News 
      

We had a great turn out for PIE night at the end of February.  Students enjoyed sharing 
their academic growth with family members.  Thank you to everyone who was able to 
make it.  March is going to be a very busy month of learning.  Students have been 

working very hard academically and also on making good choices in the classroom.  In 
science we will be preparing our science fair projects for the March 12th STEAM 
night.  In reading we will be working on comparing and contrasting characters and 

various genres.  In math, we will begin learning about geometry and measurement 
Spring break is coming – March 18.  During that time please have your child continue 
to practice sight words and reading daily.  The 4th quarter is right around the corner.  

Thank you for your continued support and cooperation!   

Second Grade News 
We are excited to have finished our middle of the year iReady testing. Second grade has shown outstanding 
growth so far this year. We continue to work on building our Leadership skills through the Eight Habits. We will 
be Sharpening the Saw over spring break this month. We are currently working on increasing our comprehension 

skills. We are also working on reading informational text and being able to pick out 

critical information. Please work with your children asking them questions as they are 
reading at home. Encourage your students to continue to work on practicing their math 
facts to increase their fluency. This will help them tremendously when it comes to 

multiplication and division. This month we will be having our Science Fair. We hope to 
see you there!       

Kindergarten News 
       

March is going to be a great month in Kindergarten. We will be focusing on author 
studies including Dr. Seuss. You may know his popular stories, The Cat in The Hat, 
Green Eggs and Ham and many more. Our focus in Math is subtraction, measurement 
and geometry. In SS, we will be learning about maps and landforms. Remind your 

child that we live within miles of the coastline, one of the landforms we will study. In 
Science, we will begin our Earth and space unit. Please continue to read daily with 
your little one and practice his/her sight words. 



Third Grade News 
      

We are working hard in third grade!  Our focus in Language Arts is comparing (how they are the same) and 

contrasting (how they are different) two fictional and informational texts. In 
Science, we are continuing to learn about the different forms of energy: light, 
sound, heat, electrical, and mechanical. Our STEAM night is coming up in 
March—come out to see our displays on mechanical energy! Next, we will begin 

our unit on matter.  In Social Studies, we will continue our unit on the U.S. 
government.  Finally, in Math we are ending our unit on classifying shapes 
(Geometry) and introducing fractions.  Please continue to have your child work on 

the multiplication facts!! Thank you for your continued support at home.  Feel free 
to reach out to your child’s teacher with any questions or concerns.     

Fifth Grade News 
As usual, March will be a busy month for 5th graders. Students will be wrapping up 

comparing and contrasting text structures in ELA and begin analyzing two or more 
accounts of the same topic to better understand points of view. They will continue to 
practice writing both opinion and informational articles along with editing their own work. 

Jamestown and Plymouth will be the focus in social studies. Learning about these first 
settlements will be very interesting and create a lot of discussion. As the multiplication and 
division of fractions comes to a close, the evaluating of expressions using order of 

operations will take its place in math class. Finally, in science, the study of our solar system 
will be replaced by the study of the human body. Please don’t forget, science fair projects are due on March 8th.    

Fourth Grade News  
      
Fourth graders have been very busy honing their writing skills.  They have been working hard to make sure they 
have addressed the prompt and stuck to it, have a clear beginning, middle and end, and used good grammar and 

punctuation, transitional phrases, sizzling vocabulary and lots of details.  Students have 
continued to show their enthusiasm for reading as they rack up many AR points.  Please 
continue to encourage reading for pleasure at home.  In Math, students have been working 
on multiplying greater numbers and division while delving into fractions, measurement and 
Geometry.  Social Studies continues to excite students as they learn more about the state 
they live in and those who have come before us.  In Science, we will be preparing for our 
yearly Science Fair scheduled for March 12, 2019. 

News from our Multi-Age ESE Classrooms 
      

In Mrs. Carter's class, we have been reviewing using proactive language and actions instead of using reactive 
language and actions.  Reactive people will not stop to think about what they are going to do or say, they just 
act.  Proactive people, on the other hand, will stop to think before they act.  No matter what the situation is, you 
are responsible for handling it well. You always have the responsibility to act responsibly/proactively. When 
you are proactive, you have a “Can Do” attitude. You choose you actions, attitudes and moods. You do not 
blame others. You do the right thing without being asked, even if nobody is looking. 
Multi-grade classes in the I-building have been studying energy and phases of matter. They have also been 
studying the science of people-understanding what body language means, how to know what others are thinking 
and how our behavior is perceived by other people. We are learning about social norms and how to demonstrate 

positive behavior choices, even when we are having a bad day.  
We had a fantastic time spreading the love on Valentine's Day and enjoyed special 
Valentine themed academic activities. We all loved the Heron Hoopla and all the 
fun games and prizes. We say thank you so much to all the grown-ups who helped 
make such a fun day for us to enjoy! 



News from the Art Room  
 
Mrs. Cotton, Art Teacher 
The students are learning all kinds of wonderful things about their world through ART.  In 
kindergarten, we are making clay pinch pots and in first grade, we are using colors with 
contrast.  Our second graders are creating silhouettes on a warm color scheme and our third 
graders are creating beautiful paintings of sunflowers like Vincent Van Gough. Fourth 
grade students are writing and illustrating their own book!  Fifth grade students are 
participating in a very special contest for Google called “Doodle for Google”. The Winner 
can earn a $30,000.00 college scholarship and the school could win $50,000 for technology 
equipment! Many of our fifth grade students are taking this challenge very seriously, and 
boy oh boy, would I like to see one of them win! 
As the Captain of Relay for Life, please remember to join us in the fight against CANCER. We need all the help 
we can get! Look up Charlotte County Relay for Life – Florida and find: Team Vineland Elementary, or search 
for Valerie Cotton if you wish to donate or join our team. We would love for the children of our school to get 

involved. The event is on April 6 at Laishley Park in Punta Gorda from 10 am- 9pm.       

PE News from Coaches Dando, Prummell, Walsh, Heeg and Faith 
Hello Herons!  Things in PE are really starting to rev up this new year.  We will have our Jump Rope for Heart 
kickoff assembly on February 5th.  In the upcoming weeks we will be participating in many jump rope activities 

during PE.  Jump Rope for Heart packets will go home soon to show you what you can do to 
help raise money for us to reach our goal of $8,000.  Get ready to start jumping! 
 

Finally, keep an eye on the weather every morning before you come to school so you know 
if you need to bring a cool weather uniform clothing to help you stay warm during these 
colder days. 

S.T.E.M. 
  
Salutations students and families: 
 
In STEM, we had a fun time learning about animals from identifying behaviors animals share for survival to 
analyzing characteristics in animals for classifying into groups.  In our next unit, we will be focusing on the 

question: Why can’t airplanes fly to space?  We will explore the Law of Gravity, investigate the air around us, 
and recognize that an object in motion always changes its position and sometimes its direction. We will 
construct paper airplanes in class, and take them outside for test flights.  Students will have an opportunity to 

make modifications in order to examine and reason what alterations could be done to help their airplane fly 
higher, more accurate, or further.  Lastly, students will reflect on their learning by discussing what worked well 
and how air is needed for airplanes to be able to fly to space. 

 
 
      

      
       



Some Musical Notes from Ms. Sue Betz 
      
Did you know that March is “Music in Our Schools” month? Music is an important investment in your child’s 
future. Music benefits for your child include: problem solving, teamwork, goal setting, self-expression, 
physical coordination, memory skills, self-confidence, and concentration. Benefits for your family include: 
family music making and attending performances and concerts. How do you enjoy music?  
 
Please feel free to come and visit your child’s music class. We may be playing recorders (3rd and 4th), 
practicing our rhythms, singing songs, playing percussion instruments, and moving to music. If you don’t 
know when your child has music, email me and I will get that information to you.  
Susan.betz@yourcharlotteschools.net Come and make music with us!  Be sure to join us for Dancing Under 
the Stars, March 28 at 6:30pm.  See attached flyer for details.   

Counselor’s Corner 
By Molly Toure 
    
With Florida Standards Assessments (FSA) on the horizon for our 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders, I feel that it’s fitting 
to use this platform to talk about relaxation. The idea of these big tests can be stressful for some of our 
students as well as for our parents. Relax! Your student has been preparing for these tests all year long and 
they are ready to do their best. Remind them that this is their chance to show off how much they have learned 
this year. But just in case your child has a case of test “butterflies” here are a few things you can do to help 
them. 
 
1. Relax! No, really! Relax!  Kids can feel your anxiety. If you are nervous and upset, they will be too.  
2. Talk to your child about the test. Ask him about the test strategies his teacher has taught him. Do not focus 

on the test results. That is just one small picture of his abilities.  
3. Have fun! Take a bike ride together. Play a game. Read a book. Get together with friends. 
4. Make sure your child is practicing good, healthy sleep habits. They should be going to bed around the 

same time every night and getting 9-11 hours of sleep daily. 
5. Give your child a hearty breakfast with a complex carbohydrate and a protein. Think oatmeal with nuts or 

an egg and whole-wheat toast.  Don’t forget Champs Café provides a free balanced breakfast every 
morning for all students who arrive in the cafeteria between 8:15 and 8:45a.m.  Bagged “to go” breakfasts 
are available until 8:55a.m. 

6. Get your child to school on time. Kids get anxious when they are late for school. That is not how you want 
her to feel when she is getting ready to take a test. 

7. Keep him calm.  Do not discuss any major family issues or allow siblings to start a fight.  
 
Remind your child that if she gets nervous she can stop, close her eyes, take 3 deep breaths, then open her 
eyes and go back to work. Breathing gives us more oxygen to our brains and to our muscles to help us relax. 



You’re invited to Folk Dance, 

Line Dance, and Free  

Dance with us! 

 

Thursday, March 

28th  at 6:30 pm 

Under the covered area 

with lights above! 
Bring your blankets and chairs 

Please bring your favorite 

 
$5.00 Donation for kids 

Parents and Guardians are free 
Pizza $2, Popcorn $1, Water $1 
All donations made will 
support Relay for Life & Juvenile 
Diabetes 



The Library: Check It Out  
Ms. Dickerson, Library Media Specialist  
  
Thank you for your support at the spring book fair!  Look for many new improvements to the library collection 
next fall.  The library is open every morning from 8:25 to 8:45.  Students may visit the library during this time 
to return their books, check out new books, or take an Accelerated Reader (AR) quiz.  It is important that 
students take advantage of this open media time, especially since they have media class every four weeks.  
Students do not need to wait until their media class to return and check out books.  Many new e-books have 
been added to the VES collection, available through Destiny Discover, in an attempt to give our students access 
to books at home and at school.  To access VES e-books: 
VES Website> CCPS Launchpad> Follet Destiny> Destiny Discover> Scroll down to e-books 
 
For more information about our library, including the AR and SSYRA reading programs, visit the media 
webpage.   

 

News from the Heron Hangout 

Ms. Dickerson, Heron Hangout Site Director 
 
The Heron Hangout is Vineland’s extended day program where VES teachers and staff provide before school 
childcare and after school enrichment activities for kindergarten through 5th grade students.  Our team is proud 
to announce our mission statement: 
 
 

We will provide a warm, safe environment where children can learn, feel at 
home, relax, and enjoy their afterschool experience. 

     The Heron Hangout Staff 



News from the PTO 
 

A good time was had by all! The PTO would like to thank all the families who attended this year's 
Heron Hoopla. We had beautiful weather and a fantastic turnout. We were able to raise several thousand dollars 
(more exact numbers will be shared at the next PTO meeting) which will help provide field trips, supplies, and 
other fun events at Vineland. We would also like to thank all the volunteers who helped plan and execute the 
Hoopla and Silent Auction. We couldn’t have done it without each and every one of you. As always, we wel-
come all parents and staff at every PTO meeting so please check the calendar and plan on joining us.  

 

News from the Family Resource Center: 
 
Get ready to "March into Reading" as we begin our annual Stone Crab Reading Challenge.  Students will have 
the opportunity to receive a free ticket to the Stone Crab Baseball game on May 3rd. Your child's teacher will 
be providing you with details very soon. The Stone Crab Mascot,"Clawford" was on hand in the Family Center 
to help us kick of this exciting event. In addition to Clawfords visit, we also celebrated students who have 
visited the Family Center a minimum of 15 times this first semester. Each of these students received an 
adorable plush animal/reading buddy. Thank you to the many parents who take the time out each Wednesday 
morning to bring their child to the Family Center to check out books. You are a shining example for your 
children! Stay tuned for many more fun activities and special guests as we spring into the next quarter of 
school.   
 

Nan Fetzer   

Title One Achievement And Family Associate 
 
 



C.A.R.E.S. 
 
March’s Habit of the Month is Seek First to Understand, Then Be Understood.  One of the big ideas of Habit 5 
is that people form opinions based on their own experiences. Unless they work hard to understand the other 
person’s perspective, two people can see the same thing and form completely different viewpoints because they 
are understanding “autobiographically.” 
 
According to Dr. Covey, learning to communicate effectively is the most important life skill. In my experience, 
this skill is critical to good decision-making.  To be a good CEO, manager, advisor, investor, or even a good 
parent, you need to listen so that you can understand. It’s important to get the facts from everyone involved, and 
(this sounds obvious, but you’d be amazed how many people fail to do this) never make big decisions based on 
one half of a story — no matter who is telling it.   

Have you made a decision recently without being open and honest with all parties involved? Have you asked 
their opinion and been open to listening... really listening to hear and understand, not just listening to respond or 
talk?  Having all of the facts and understanding the viewpoints of all involved is so important. Let’s work on 
Habit 5 this month and continue to grow as leaders. 

 

      
 

SAC and PTO Meeting Schedule 2019 
 

March 7  PTO 3:15pm/SAC 3:45pm 
April 3  SAC 7:30am/PTO 8:00am 



 

 
 
 
 
 

Vineland Elementary School  
Laura C. Blunier, Principal 

Jacqueline Barber, Assistant Principal 
467 Boundary Boulevard, Rotonda West, FL 33947 

1-941-697-6600 or 1-941-743-0188 and  Fax:  1-941-697-5902 
School Hours:  8:55am - 2:55pm 

 
https://www.yourcharlotteschools.net/ves (school website) 

https://www.yourcharlotteschools.net/Domain/8 (county website) 
http://doeweb-prd.doe.state.fl.us/eds/nclbspar/year1617/schl1617.cfm?dist_number=8 (SPAR) 

 
 
 

Vineland Elementary School Vision—Student Success 
 

Vineland Elementary School Motto—LEADERSHIP:  Know the Way, Show the Way 
 

Vineland Elementary School Mission— We are a community of leaders and learners who 
empower greatness and celebrate successes.  

 
The Seven Habits of Highly Effective People, by Stephen R. Covey 

Habit 1:  Be Proactive - You're in Charge 
Habit 2:  Begin with the End in Mind – Have a Plan 

Habit 3:  Put First Things First – Work First, Then Play 
Habit 4:  Think Win-Win – Everyone Can Win 

Habit 5:  Seek First to Understand, Then to be Understood – Listen Before You Talk 
Habit 6:  Synergize – Together Is Better 

Habit 7:  Sharpen the Saw – Balance Feels Best 
 

Charlotte County Public Schools 
School Board 2019 

Robert Segur Chairman 
Wendy Atkinson, Vice-Chairman 

Kim Amontree 
Cara Reynolds 

Ian Vincent 
1-800-628-8938 or 1-941-255-0808 

 
Charlotte County Public Schools, Florida do not discriminate in educational  program activities, 
or employment on the basis of race, color, religion, sex,  national origin, age, marital status, or 

handicap. S.B.C.C.R.4.30(1) 
 

The School Board complies with all federal laws and regulations prohibiting discrimination and 
with  all requirements and regulations of the U.S. Department of Education. It is the policy of the 

Board  that no person in this  District shall, on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, 
age, gender,  marital status, disability, or legally-protected  characteristic, be discriminated 

against, excluded from participation in, denied the benefits of, or otherwise be subjected to,  
discrimination in any program or activity for which the Board is responsible or for which it 

receives financial assistance from the U.S. Department of Education.  Policy 1122 

 


